New books

The Treasury of World Culture: Monumental
Sites, UNESCO World Heritage. UNESCO Paris
and Skira Editore, Milan, £33

THIS s the second volume in a planned series of
three on UNESCO-declared World Heritage
Sites, and captures the readers eye from the start.
The frontispiece 1= 2 beautiful double-page
illusrration of one of the great wheels of the
carriage of the sun, at Konarak, Indis: the
ohlique sunlight reveals the intricately and
deeply carved stone surfaces. The next
phatograph is also superh; it contrasts the
roughness of the uncut reck at the back of the
Sphinx’s neck with the polished desail of its
face and hair,

Then follows the main course of this visual
feast, spread over 360 pages and covering 47
monumental sites on four continents, wath an
accompanying text that conveys the unique
serring and qualities of each site. Especially
breathtaking are images of Leonardo da Vina's
The Laid ﬁ'nﬂmr., im Milan, the 14ch to
17th=cenmry Kremlin, the imposing 14th-
cenmury Castel del Monte near Bari, Ttaly,

The cell at tha Tower of Londoen in which Thomas More was
imprisonad The Tower s 2 UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Abswm, thit lavish Masgue of ®a Shah - Masjil-l Shah - o
bahad, Itan, 11th-150% eaabiry. REEN, e ghiat gyramild of
Chaphien |Z520-24094 BC) at Dics, o the sinsking of Cain

ared the heavily Rococa Pilgrimage church in der
Wiea, Bavaria

Each emiry inthe bool receives two i thres
g of bext tlat deseribe the ||:s|-:l|:}':||11|
develapment of the site. This text is augmented
I1_!.-:|II-.u.r| ;irll:-llﬁ.:||'h| H1 il'l_'\-cll'uhr‘_k 1|:'5|.I 1 1§] r]'u.- I-urr'|| |'|r
an extended caption, gring brief portruits of
niabde personalities associated wirh the site and
its bl dimge, as well ag provding obscune ard
ntriguing pieces of information. (e such
fascisating moree] selates vo the magmficent
Cathedral of Charwres, dedicated to the Virgin
Mary: the sive previcusly held & secred oak grove
where a spring and u female fertility goddess were
'.u-1|r-:|'|i|1|:-|:-|i.!i'|1r wias asenctated wirh another
mmage korwm as Char Lady Undergroand, whi
was the first of & series of Black adonnas whao
were venerabod bene. For those interested mosuch
esoteric subjects, further ivestigation wonld lead
L{E] |.'||' IH':IS;fI |l|-r'||:lr'|_l.' -rJ!]_'.' {_"mi&rmu RiLES, from
Palestine o northern Eu.'n:!p-c. that are known to
have pre-Christizn origins exending hack into
the mists af time. The calt of Black Madonnas
wis certainly |:-n|:-'.|I:|ri1'| meidieval France, and
may itl=o be the mepiration for the T1th-century
coat of arms of the Pore of Leith in Scotland.

86 Cowmschoda, Wil P26, N ] 2005

Diescriptions in this book occasionally debunk
1||._|.'11'm.. s 1o The BTy of Bhah Jahan, wha, it was

chinmed, ordered e master craftsmen’s hands o
b cut aff, the |.'.aII'||:ru|'.-]1r.'rs' eyEs u::qu__l,cd aut anxd
the architect beheaded wlsen the Taj Mlahal sas
-:::-n'.[ﬂ.en:d g0 they couwld never build a gmilar
mrument! — o range of faves that some migh
think anmr.!]l.m tor o fewral |-:\-:JJ:."5 archibects.

This particular oty in The Trrasury o el
Cadture is followed by a culural and archirectural
discussion that inchades the exraordinary idea
that the Taj Mahal wes designed by a European—
i :uggl.':l.il.ln b-l.'lllrll“:u' pefuted, O an FU.Fw.'nl!r
page there is a wonderfully svocaine omage faken
in chigt hazy lighn of suntise in hot countries: a
minaret, an arched fwenr and the distant entrance
building, with a khala-clad mosque sermnt in the
ﬁ:-TEEJ’LIIII:IIi.!Ii‘S heaad yltﬂlﬁ*{'lrﬂ 1!:.' a&iurfﬁgﬂil'ﬁr
the eacly morning chill as be sweeps a vast paved
ares wirth a m-'ig hirmam,

When describing the elaborate 17 th-century
i'r[;ﬂjid-i Shah I'|'||'r=|-|'|LrE':|I1 Isfahan, central Iram,
technical details of the tle marufacture are
included to explain the visual differences berween
the uniformly coloared enarmelled cermac tiles of
the Timurid pericd, and the ke seven-coloured
tiles af the Safid persod (which speeded up
decoration, but produced o less precise colour
disaributieal, Mo |__-;ui|h bk has ::-:plain.ﬁ:l this
differesice s :uul.'lr.rdl}'i cven that g'iu:ll-:ll!'Frrsim'-
ars I|.'|'b.'||ur5|.'|i':1.:'l.l'l:hur LUtpham i':lpe,i.n fis srmall
sulume Dndreduriag Perran drfimiaes anoids
giving a technical reason wien he remarks thar
_|1||; |:'||;|n||:'| I:|'q" n'-"li.,'ll{ﬁu.'ﬁ:'h 1h|: I.'a'lln.lll:' iﬂrql'illl'
af the Maspd-i Shah is inferior to mosaic fasence
|_||']|r|_~;_:|ji||p CERNEUTIEA, OF EVER Db VIR 0T ter
portal”. There are other similasly inberessing goms
seartered theoughear the bads,

It was dusappoinsing that neither the suthors
nor the researchers are acknowledged — despite
|:'||:ir |||;||__."|-'|i'|'“ = |'|rr'|r|'i|'||II:;|'||I {'Ihl"H.IIIj 'l :'l,"ﬁl‘l.l!‘:‘
wishi ta fallow up a particular pome of interest
thiere s o idensifiahle individaal te contace; such
comtacts can benefit both awther and questiane

Floweves, the editarial tesm mmss b
comgratulated, especilly Marcello Francone and
Regema Paring, rmflb.'?ivcl}'ruqmn;ible far J.:s.i.gr.
amil layoue: the flesible page ot sceessfully
hrings together relevant tewts and pictures and
AEEATE I_|::|:|_'a:||'r'$| (S ] |'\|.-‘r|'|1_'|'|| i:‘lu. |'||:'||!':|'|i.;
this a very readable and enjoyable book,

This voheme i indeed a treasury of wiorld
culbure; it w|'rr|-.-‘.hl.'-.l;l|.t|!i1l: forr Further trave] and
by far sarpasses, for example, the Sanday paper
travel sections = amd withoat, of courss, bringing
ane dowm to carth with depressing references o
travel and pecommeadation costs,

D Archie Walle



