M THE ITMVINE,
NGTOMN; THE SITRE

earme descrehes the
ption of ame of Street’s
f meorks

'I‘_II.:II"H- THE [TAVINE, F?‘“ﬂlﬂﬂ'
fom, is omir of the st
significant ¥xtoran “Tract
" chiurchies in Sowth London
i hap boen descrabed t"'[.' Sir
i Befjernan as “The most mag
ficent church in South London
the Cathedral of South Lon
5 John was designed by
e Edmund Street (1524 1o
i L o of the greatest Wic-

i Caothic  architects  and
] n i revent biography as
oreative  and  imbellectual

ey of High Yicloranism™.
B8 bt known building is
e the Law Courts on The
in Lordon, although he
Primarily a church afvhdbiact
SUEnkng coclesiastical buildings
SERelared and abroad, His exim-
e ara| 'p'n'.l:'r:nph:..' hiad o secndnal
B on the Aris and Crafts
t Both Wilkiam Morris
Fh.i.]l; Webh worked in his
AECEs e sty giing thisr
WAy
obii the Dhvire 15 a large
church in the “geomet-
vl and is cormidensd 1o e
BE's late claszical masterpece
UL b 1574 wilth a salmon-ned,
Sally shaped bricks, $ John
P poorietrically and mag-
Cenily |:Fll|ll.'ﬂ:i;t O il fonser
b apire. That spire, well
2001 tall was completed in

"y

The spire of St [ofm the [éoe

%

18A8 from Street’s original draw-
ings, by his son.

G2 John suffered heavy bomb
ing damage during the Second
world War and was intermally
gutted by Arebombs. It was
rebudlt and restored in the 1950
bv H § Coodhari-Hencal, who
was also responsible  for  the
design and construction of the
adjpining nunnery, which bias
girce been comverted inbo the wic-
arage.

Sir Edward Heath, one of the
patroms af the reEsforation, moone
of his frst governmenial appoint-
mients, was influential in helpang
amange for the production of
enough of the "5t John Red”
bricks to repair the nave of iy
chisrch. Unfortunafily there was
wary Hetle money ledt over o carmy
ouil ANy repairs o the ower and
spire. The majstic height of ihe
spire, which malkes it so visible bo
alll the surrounding o as a -
con of hope” in a part of Lobdon
suffering from the worst effects ol
inner-city deprivation, is uniortu-
nately alsn the cause of its own
misfortune. Being so high the
spire is exposed to e full erosive
force of wind, and acid rain that
weatlered the stone ashlars and
carvings s badly, The erosdon, in
places, has been s severs Lhat il
has mecessitabed the removal of
badhy weathensd stone carvings o
prevent their falling on people
el

Mhe spire, wnlike other tall
spires such as Salisbury Cathedral
{ser feafure pp 290 with ils w onder-

Carhimied averkea
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